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Press Contact:  Ginny Hack,   646-529-9570,  judithshakespeare2gents@gmail.com 
For information and reservations:  212-592-1885 
Judith Shakespeare Company NYC
presents

Two Gentlemen of Verona
August 4-22, 2010 / at TBG Theatre, 312 West 36th Street, NYC
The award-winning JUDITH SHAKESPEARE COMPANY NYC, founded in 1995, returns to the NYC stage – for their first full Shakespeare production in six years! – with the gender-reversed romantic comedy Two Gentlemen of Verona, August 4-22 at TBG Theatre (312 West 36th Street).  JSC Artistic Director Joanne Zipay directs this comedy of youthful love and passion, betrayal and heartbreak, friendship and forgiveness.  Tickets are $25 at SMARTTIX or at the door (Reservations strongly suggested, as seating is limited.)  This production is made possible by the generous support of the New York State Council on the Arts, the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, Mr. Charles E. Bockwith and JSC’s individual donors.
 



“Even so by love the young and tender wit 

Is turned to folly…”  Act 1, Scene 1 
Love. Love. Love.

Proteus loves Julia - and Julia loves Proteus.
Valentine loves Silvia - and Silvia loves Valentine.
Valentine and Proteus are best friends.
Love. Love. Love.

But wait! - Now Proteus loves Silvia, his best friend’s girl – passionately!

– and he’s about to betray everything he’s ever known about “love.”

JSC returns joyously to clowning in their first full Shakespeare production in six years!  Featuring the company’s signature gender-reverse casting for the first time in a romantic comedy -- with a splash of commedia dell’arte, live music, and heck, even a real live dog!  It doesn’t get much more fun than this.
In JSC’s Two Gents, the women portray the men and the men portray the women.  The cast features  Sheila Joon as Proteus, Alvin Chan as Julia, Rachael Hip-Flores as Valentine, Hunter Gilmore as Silvia, Alexandra Devin as Lance, Suzanne Hayes as Speed, Marie Bridget Dundon as the Duke of Milan, Bill Galarno as Lucetta/Outlaw, Amy Driesler as Turio, Natasha Yannacañedo as Sir Eglamour/Antonio/Outlaw, Peggy Suzuki as Pantino/Host/Outlaw, and Candide as Crab the dog.
Two Gents will feature an original guitar score, performed live each night by its composer, Austin Moorhead.  The eclectic look of the show, influenced by a “modern commedia” aesthetic, is designed by Ashley Betton (Costumes), Joshua David Bishop (Sets), and Lois Catanzaro (Lights).  Supporting the work of the cast and director are JSC’s own Elizabeth Mozer (Movement Coach), Jane Titus (Cross-Gender Consultant), Dan O’Driscoll (Fight Choreographer), and Alithea Phillips (Voice Coach).  
“…a passion and mastery of the text which is awe-inspiring.”  -- British Theatre Guide 2002
Visit our website at www.judithshakespeare.org - And join our Facebook fan page!
Listing Information:

What:  

Two Gentlemen of Verona by William Shakespeare
Who:  

Judith Shakespeare Company NYC
When: 

August 4-22, 2010  -  Tuesday thru Saturday at 8PM / Sunday at 2PM   

           
(Additional 7PM performances on 8/8 and 8/15, additional 3PM performance on 8/21)
Where:  
TBG Theatre, 312 West 36th Street (at 8th Ave.)

Tickets:   
$25  at www.SMARTTIX.com  / 212-868-4444

                        (212-592-1885 for group or industry reservations)  TDF/V or $10 Student Rush tickets (with valid ID) at any performance
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Joanne Zipay, Artistic Director and Producer

Ginny Hack, Associate Producer

ABOUT JSC:

Judith Shakespeare Company, founded in 1995, is committed to bringing Shakespeare's language to life with clarity and vitality, while expanding the presence of women in classical theatre.  

JSC most recently presented Paul Hagen’s The Rape of the Lock in the September 2008, which marked the first full production of RESURGENCE, JSC’s unique play development program which seeks to find, develop, and produce new plays written in heightened language and verse, and which feature significant roles for women.  In 2005 and 2006, JSC received over 300 submissions, selecting and giving public readings to six of those plays.  The Rape of the Lock is the first of these six plays to be given a full production by the company.
In December 2007, the company presented Coriolanus in “Shakespeare Unplugged” Concert Performance –  a unique book-in-hand format developed by Artistic Director Joanne Zipay and the JSC company over more than a decade, which focuses on clear storytelling expressed through language – supported by bare-bones staging, essential visual elements, and live music. 
JSC’s 2003-04 Season featured the long-awaited full production of Richard 3, which crowned the company’s three-season presentation of Shakespeare’s History Cycle.  In this series of eight plays, which follow the struggles for the English crown for over 100 years, all monarchs and contenders to the throne were played by women.  

2001’s production of The Tempest featured Jane Titus in the role of Prospero.  The full production followed The Tempest Project: an experiment in non-traditional casting, which gave five directors the opportunity to explore the play through the dynamics of non-traditional casting, and gave audiences the opportunity to respond.  

In 2000 JSC sponsored two panels, Expanding the Presence of Women in Shakespeare Performance and Expanding the Presence of Women Directors, both featuring prominent women theatre artists in conversation about women’s current status and possibilities in the business and the artform.  The transcripts of both of these panels are currently posted on JSC’s website (www.judithshakespeare.org). 

The company celebrated its Fifth Anniversary Season with the Judith Shakespeare Festival 2000, featuring full productions of Julius Caesar and Comedy of Errors performed in repertory, along with other special events.  Julius Caesar, directed by Ms. Zipay, was featured on national television’s LifeTime Live.  

The company has also presented full productions of Macbeth (OOBR Award), All’s Well That Ends Well, and the world premiere of Tabula Rasa by Texas playwright Molly Louise Shepard.  In addition, JSC continues its unique  “Shakespeare Unplugged” Concert Reading Series, which has included Troilus and Cressida, King John, Pericles, Henry VIII, Titus Andronicus, Richard 2, Henry 4 Part 1, Henry 4 Part 2, Henry 5, Henry 6 Parts 1-2-3 (in rotating repertory), and Love’s Labors Lost..  

The company trains young actors through its unique Apprentice Training Program, and has received multi-year funding from the New York State Council on the Arts and a prestigious Annenberg/NYCPAE grant to implement Shakespeare residencies in the New York City Public Schools.

“…a passion and mastery of the text which is 


awe-inspiring.”





-British Theatre Guide 2002
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